University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

3-26-1979

Nickel resigns--will take new job at Long Beach State
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Nickel resigns--will take new job at Long
Beach State" (1979). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 30060.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/30060

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

Dave Guffey
Sports Information Director

406/243-2522

Information Services. Un•vers11y of Montana. M1ssoula. MT 59812

NICKEL RESIGNS--WILL TAKE NEW
JOB AT LONG BEACH STATE
guffey/Jg

3/26/79

state , Bi g Sky
MISSOULA--

Dave Nickel, offensive coordinator for the University of Montana Grizzlies, has
resigned, it was announced recently.
Nickel, an assistant for head coach Gene Carlson for the past two seasons, has
taken a similar position at California State University-Long Beach.

He replaces Tom

Keele, who accepted the head job at Cal State-Northridge.
A lettennan at Utah State in his collegiate days, Nickel was a graduate assistant
at his alma mater, coached at Westminister College in Salt Lake City (two years) before
beginning a nine-year stint as an assistant to Tony Knap at Boise State.

When Knap

left BSU for the head job at Nevada-Las Vegas Nickel joined the UM program.
"Long Beach State is a Division I-A school," Nickel said, ''and I look at this
job as an excellent opportunity to recruit in the Los Angeles area.

I think to pursue

a career in football one has to have an opportunity to have a great deal of contacts,
both recruiting-wise and professional.
California scene.

That is definitely part of the Southern

Everyone in the Pac-10 (conference) has to recruit the L.A. area."

Nickel added, "I'd like to wish everyone here the best of luck, and I hope they
get their stadium built soon.

think a stadium is greatly needed at Montana to have

a competitive program in the Big Sky Conference."
11

l t is a very sad occasion to leave the University of Montana," Nickel continued.

"I will always have a very special place in my heart for the University and the State."
Nickel, who coached the offensive line in conjunction with being offensive
coor dinator for the Grizzlies, has already left Montana for his new position in

-over-

------------------------------------------ - - NICKEL RESIGNS
California.

His one-year contract is estimated to be in the $22,000-$23,000 range.

Dave said his wife, Linda, and two sons, Eric and Patrick, will be joining him
in Long Beach as soon as possible.
The University may name an interim offensive coordinator to take Nickel's place
during the spring (spring practice begins April 2), allowing time for a national
search for a replacement.
"It's an unfortunate loss," said Carlson.

"Dave has made a significant

contribution in the development of our offensive passing game, and worked hard for
us on the Academic Council.

On the other hand, we are pleased other people

recognize the quality of our football staff."
"This is a significant step for Dave in his career-goal progression," Carlson
continued.

"Long Beach State is a Division I-A school, and they play in a very

competitive conference."
"I am also happy for Dave because it is an improvement in the economic welfare
of his family, as he received a very significant increase in salary.

We are thankful

for his contribution, and wish him the best of luck in his new endeavor."
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